
A DISCOVERY : RATS WILL GROW ON MALTED MILK !
In addition to helping concoct this "patent medicine"

Philip B. Hawk in his report also furnishes some data that
serve very well for advertising purposes. There is some

space devoted to tests alleged to have been made by Hawk
to show the "Action of the Improved Formula in the Human
Stomach," Also there is descriptive matter and a very scien¬
tific looking table detailing "Animal Tests to Demonstrate
the Growth-Promoting Properties of the Improved Powder."
Under "Therapeutic and Dietetic Tests" are some alleged
studies which allowed Hawk to draw the conclusion that
Susto (1) "played a very important part in stimulating the
appetite and in causing increases in body weight" in all
cases of a general rundown system ; that (2) in practically
every case "the tonic or stimulating effect" of Susto was

apparent at the start and persisted; that (3) whenever under¬
nourished infants were given Susto, "improved body weight
increases were registered"; that (4) Susto also caused nor¬
mal adult persons to put on weight; that (S) an old lady of
seventy-five who had long weighed under ninety-six pounds,
"increased her weight to one hundred pounds by the use of
Susto" ; that (6) no patients "object to the taste of Susto,"
in fact, one little girl "now refuses to take any milk unless
it contains Susto," while another patient "who had been used
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Some of types of advertising of Susto that appeared in country papers.

All feature Philip B. Hawk, Professor of Physiological Chemistry, Jef¬
ferson Medical College. One specifies that Hawk was "employed" byChester Kent & Co. "to perfect*' Susto.

to drinking port wine as a tonic used Susto as a substitute,
with satisfactory results" [Query : Had the patient ever
tried the old time Vinol with its 18 per cent, alcohol?] ; that
(7) some persons who could not digest straight milk "could
handle milk with Susto very nicely."

Nowhere does this report by Philip B. Hawk show that
any scientific control of the experiments was made. That
white rats gained in weight when fed a product which, appar¬
ently, has for its basis malted milk might have been expected
even without experiments and by those less erudite than
professors of physiologic chemistry. That such a malted
milk preparation should be digestible in the human stomach
might also have been inferred. The same is true of the
various other claims made for this modern wonder. There
is nothing to show, however, that Philip B. Hawk checked
his findings by giving to other humans suffering from similar
conditions just plain malted milk or that he fed other white
rats with plain malted milk, as controls !

Shrewd and forward-looking "patent medicine" exploiters
are cognizant of the fact that the public, and especially the
more intelligent part of the public, can be more easily hum¬
bugged on the "food tonic" scheme than by any other. When,
added to this, they can get the active cooperation of men

whose scientific training should put them above such things,
they have all the elements of a big seller, provided printers'
ink is lavishly used. All that is necessary is an intensive
and extensive advertising campaign written in a plausible
and, apparently, conservative tone. For $1.00 the purchasers
of Susto will get a few cents' worth of food material and

never realize that most of their dollar has been expended in
the efforts of the exploiters to persuade them to buy the
product !

ACTINOMYCOSIS\p=m-\INFORMATION WANTED
To the Editor:\p=m-\Iam endeavoring to make a complete

study of the distribution of human actinomycosis in this
country. The number of cases reported in the literature is
surprisingly small, and I know that the disease is not so
rare as is sometimes thought. I shall greatly appreciate
hearing directly from any one who has had experience with
this disease, and desire to know concerning case histories
the following: age, sex, occupation, residence, state in which
the disease was contracted, location of lesion, duration of
symptoms, and any special points of interest connected with
the treatment, outcome of the disease, or necropsy findings.

A. H. Sanford, M.D., Mayo Clinic,
Rochester, Minn.

Queries and Minor Notes

Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will not
be noticed. Every letter must contain the writer's name and address,
but these will be omitted, on request.

MEDICAL PUBLISHERS
To the Editor:—Will you kindly send me the names of some of the

leading medical publishers to whom I can write for catalogues.
Claude Wilson, M.D., Greenville, Ky.

Answer.—In the Quarterly Cumulative Index published by
the American Medical Association appears a complete list
of medical publishers. In each issue of The Journal appear
the announcements of leading publishers concerning recently
published books.

BOOKS ON SURGERY IN CHILDREN
To the Editor:—Can you tell me the names of authors and publishers

of works on the surgery of children?
R. A. Milliken, M.D., Indianapolis.

Answer.—The following may be consulted :
Kirmission and Murphy : Surgery of Children, Oxford

University Press, New York.
Willard : Surgery of Childhood, J. B. Lippincott Company,

Philadelphia.
Campbell and Ker : Surgical Diseases in Children,

D. Appleton & Co., New York.
Mouchet,  ., and Roedlier, C. : Surgery for Children and

Orthopedics in 1922, Paris Med., July 15, 1922, abstr.,
J.  .  .  ., Sept. 16, 1922, p. 1003.

"Throwing Out the Baby with the Bath Water."—Move¬
ments toward reforms, however beneficial they may ultimately
prove to be, are nevertheless prone, in the remedying of pre¬
existing conditions, to go to extremes. Those who conduct
them are eager to better things, but they are apt, while clear¬
ing away rubbish, temporarily to discard some things that
are valuable or even indispensable. Thus the amphitheater
clinic and the clinical lecture are at the present time looked
upon askance, as remnants of a bygone period, scarcely
desirable any longer, or not altogether reputable. In view
of the excessive didacticism that prevailed formerly to the
neglect of direct practical technical training, the attitude of
suspicion assumed toward large clinics and the clinical lec¬
turer is easily understandable. But is there not some danger
of "throwing out the baby with the bath water"? In securing
all that we can of the new that is good, let us make sure also
that we retain some of the best of what in method is old.—
L. F. Barker: Clinical Medicine, W. B. Saunders Co., 1922
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